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OUR VISIONS, VALUES & ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

Our Vision 
 
Our goal is to help Nepalese people climb out of poverty into a life of sustainable human dignity by 

improving living conditions and addressing the root causes of poverty.   

 

Our Values  
Our organisation is run by volunteers here in Australia who are totally committed to our work in Nepal.  
We are transparent, accountable, non denominational and non political.  We are very mindful of gender 
equity and this is taken into account with all of our programmes and projects.  
 
When committee members travel to Nepal we do so at our own expense, no sponsorship or donation 
funds are used.  We truly are committed to getting the funds through to where they are needed.     
 

Accountability 

Dharmik Australia is now a signatory to ACFID (Australian Council for International Development) Code 
of Conduct.  In being a signatory we must adhere to the values, integrity and accountability of the Code. 
 

 
 
Dharmik Australia is a registered charity – CNF/20547 and has GST and tax exemption from the 
Australian Tax Office. 
 

Funding 
We rely on support from the general public through sponsorship of our children and also through 
general donations.  We are very fortunate to have 2 Project Partners – Rotary Australia World 
Community Service and the Body Shop Foundation.  Both these organisations we feel have added 
credibility to our work in Nepal.  
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WHO ARE WE 
The Management Committee 
 
Pauline Gleeson – President        
Pauline joined the committee after visiting Nepal early in 2009 with Co-founder Mary-Louise Parkinson. 
 Having witnessed the work that Dharmik Australia was undertaking in Nepal she was thrilled to be 
asked to join this team of volunteers who are really making a difference to people’s lives in Nepal.  She 
has returned to Nepal a further 2 more times since that initial visit.  Pauline’s volunteering does not stop 
with Dharmik Australia as she is an active member of the Rural Fire Service, member of the Rotary Club 
of Moruya and District Committee member for Rotary Youth Exchange.  
 
Phillip Mewett – Vice President 
Phil is Managing Director and Principal of Utopia Consulting Pty Ltd and was previously the Chief 
Executive Officer of Ocean and Earth Australia.  Phil has a strong involvement with Rotary both at a local 
level as past Treasurer and President of the Rotary Club of Sussex Inlet and presently the District Rotary 
Foundation Chair. 
 
Mark McIntyre – Nepal Director 
Mark is the Co-founder of Dharmik Australia and the Past President.  As Nepal Director, Mark co-
ordinates all of our programmes in Nepal .  He has trained our staff in Kathmandu in the values of 
integrity, accountability and ensuring the awareness of gender equality.  Mark is the principal and 
owner of an Information and Technology company and has a background in computer programming and 
education. 
 
Karen Sorensen – Secretary 
Karen has a background in nursing and counselling and she has specialised in the cancer, palliative care 
and bereavement support areas.    As a teenager, her parents provided foster care to 50 children and 
this has instilled in her a dedication to help children.    
 
Rohan Gleeson – Treasurer 

Rohan is owner principal of Southern Computer Co and Southern Fibre, he is also Director of Rainmaker 

Cloud Computing and like Phil Mewett has a strong connection with Rotary.  Rohan is Past President of 

the Rotary Club of Moruya and is the current District Chair for Rotary Youth Exchange.  Rohan has a 

background in accounting and computer programming. 

 

Pauline   Phil   Mark  Karen     Rohan 
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Our Programs In Nepal 
 

Summary of overall program activities 
 

SAI Home:  This children’s home has been under our care for over 3 years now and we help support 

22 children and 3 adults.  Funding for rent, food, clothing, medical and dental expenses and the 

children’s education are paid for from sponsorship of the children.  In February 2009 we were faced 

with a crisis situation as the children and carers faced eviction from their home as the landlord was 

about to sell the land surrounding the Sai Home.  Through the hard work of Mark McIntyre our Nepal 

Director and Yuzeena Shrestha our Dharmik Country Manager, a suitable home was found nearby.   

 
The transformation from the Old Sai Home in 2007 to the new home today is truly remarkable and is 
only possible through the commitment of the Dharmik volunteers here in Australia, our hard working 
team in Kathmandu and of course our very generous sponsors and donors. 
 

 
 

CCRC Home:  This children’s home which is located near the Patan area of Kathmandu has been 

under our care for over 3 years and we support 22 children, the home manager and 3 helpers.  Like the 

Sai Home, it is also funded through sponsorship of the children.  All the children attend school and one 

of the children who suffers from a mental disability attends a special preschool.   Since Dharmik 

Australia’s involvement with this home, it has gone from one of sick and critically ill babies to healthy 

happy children and the appointment of Abigail as the Home Manager 18 months ago has been an 

outstanding testament to this young ladies management skills.  The home is run by women who provide 

what children crave – love, attention and security. 

 

 
 

Photos  

Sai Home – Jumina 

CCRC – Medical check-up – Abigail Home Manager - far right  
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Kathmandu Kids:  We support 5 children who live with their single mothers in Kathmandu.  We 

would rather support a child to live with their mother than see that child end up in a group home.  The 

support given is similar to that within a group home, such as education, medical and dental assistance. 

 

   
 

 
 

Bal Mandir Project:  This project is in conjunction with Rotary Australia World Community Service 

RAWCS, and involves the renovation of a children’s home in Central Kathmandu.  This home is run by 

Nepal’s largest children’s organisation the NCO.   The building in question is in disrepair with the roof 

needing replacement along with the ceiling.  All 5 rooms need painting and repairs done to broken 

window panes.  This is our first joint venture with Rotary and whilst Rotary does not provide us with the 

funding, they do however give Dharmik the opportunity to use Rotary as a platform to spread the word 

about this project.  The renovation of the roof has begun and it is hoped the Rotary volunteers will visit 

Kathmandu in January 2011 to paint the rooms.  This project is ongoing and hopefully it will be 

completed by June 30th 2011. 

 

 

   

PROJECT DETAILS
Repair structural damage to ceilings
Rewiring and plumbing
Create 4 bedrooms & 1 bathroom
Create kitchen & common living area
Paint interior rooms
Furnishings

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos 
Two of our Kathmandu Kids – Nitesh & Meena 
Rotary World Community Service Logo 
Left -  Siphal Children’s Home building needing restoration in background 
Right – part of the ceiling needing replacing and scope of work 
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Kuntabesi Project - Stage 1.  This project is situated 3 hours drive east of Kathmandu in the 

village of Kuntabesi.  It was a joint venture with The Body Shop Foundation who provided the funding so 

we could raise the standard of care at the Kavre Children’s Home.  This home is for children with 

disabilities and is staffed by two women, both of whom have no formal training as disabled carers or 

teachers, other than being the mothers of children at this home.  With the funds provided by The Body 

Shop Foundation, Dharmik was able to provide extra beds, clean bedding, education toys, gas primus 

stove and pressure cooker (previously all cooking was done over a fire which was situated in the 

kitchen) and most importantly we were able to pay for a Doctor to visit the home and assess all the 

children and make recommendations as to how we could further help the home.  Dr Basnet’s 

recommendations will now be part of Kuntabesi Stage 2 and it is hoped that the proposed 

recommendations will be put before our committee in the New Year.  One wonderful outcome of Dr. 

Basnet’s visit was she identified one of the children to be extremely intelligent who really should be in a 

mainstream school and not with intellectually disabled children.  Through a generous donation, we 

were able to send this young paraplegic girl to school in Kathmandu where she boards.  Manisha has 

just completed her first ever exam and came an amazing 2nd out of 30 students – a wonderful result for 

a girl who has never had any formal education.   

   

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Photos 
Top - Kavre Children’s Home 
Bottom – Children receiving clothing by our Nepal staff.  Yuzeena left kneeling, Satish behind her & Anu 
on right in yellow.  Home Manager  is next to Anu. 
Front Cover – Manisha 
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Financial Reports 
Financial Report for Dharmik Australia Year Ended 30th June 2010  

This statement complies with the format required by ACFID Code of Conduct 
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Auditors Report  

 

 
 

Table of Cash Movements  

No single appeal or other form of fund raising for the designated purpose generated 10% or more of 

total income for the period under review. 
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Balance Sheet for the Year Ended 30th June 2010  
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Auditors Report  
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Presidents Summary 
 
It is with great pride that I can say that I am President of Dharmik Australia and work amongst dedicated 
volunteers who keep this organisation going from strength to strength.  Our annual report is testament 
to our hard work and commitment and when you consider that every one of us on the Australian team 
all hold down jobs and have other commitment within our own communities, we should all be very 
proud of ourselves.   
 
I am sure the forthcoming year will hold challenges but I know we will overcome them and in doing so 
we will fulfil our aims and objectives. 
 
 
 
Pauline A Gleeson 
President 
 
 
 
 
Dharmik Australia Inc 
P.O. Box 300 
MORUYA.   N.S.W.   2537. 
 
02 44742 477 
president@dharmik.org 
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